AZERLEY PARISH COUNCIL
CLERK: MARTYN MILLER
SUTTHILLS, GATE BRIDGE ROAD, GALPHAY, RIPON, HG4 3NT
EMAIL: AZERLEYPC@YAHOO.CO.UK
TELEPHONE: 07729696302
azerleyparishcouncil.org.uk

[bookmark: _Hlk488680998] Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 7th June 2023 at 7.30pm
Winksley Church Room.

[bookmark: _Hlk488680847](2023-24 – 036) Present were Cllr. Neal Topham (Chairman), Cllr. Jan Lawson, Cllr. Sheila Miller and Cllr. Robert Weatherhead.
(2023-24 – 037) Also present were Martyn Miller, Clerk.
[bookmark: _Hlk489346265](2023-24 – 038) Apologies were received from Cllr. Brian Thackray, Cllr. Patricia Harling, Cllr. Bernard Sanders
(2023-24 – 039) No Declarations of Interest were received and so dispensations were required. 

(2023-24 – 040) Common Land – Winksley & Galphay. Cllr. Miller provided an update on her research and findings to date and reiterated that the common land within Galphay and Winksley does not belong to the Parish Council with the exception of Galphay Village Green. Therefore, the Parish Council only have power (not a duty) to take steps to protect the common land against unlawful interference, and do not have any liabilities or responsibilities. This has been confirmed by YLCA and NALC (briefing notes 53 and 54 have been circulated). Only the common at Knox Hill has any rights registered with NYC. 
It was Resolved that Cllr. Miller would request further information from NYC on the possibility of changing Winksley Common to Village Green status as this area would lend itself to this purpose.
It was also Resolved for the Clerk to write a draft policy statement setting out the legal position and the Councils powers in relation to common land.
 
(2023-24 – 041) Commuted Sums – It was Resolved to request further information and ask a number of specific questions for clarification on the following points:
· Why is Winksley Church Room not on the list of spend sites?
· Why are no areas of Azerley Ward on the list of spend sites?
· Location of spend site at Winksley Woods?
· Development to spend site on some appear to be over the distance limit.
· Is the Council able to divert funds from one site to a nearer/more suitable site?
· How is the commuted sums process affected by CILS?

(2023-24 – 042) Woodhouse Hill – Cllr. Topham advised that in all probability this area would have historically been common land due to the topography of the area. NYC have advised Cllr. Miller that there is no evidence of this in the documentation held and advised that it would be extremely difficult to register “new” common land as the register is now closed. In order for a registration application to be made it would have to be proved with the necessary evidence that historically there had been rights over the land. It was Resolved that Cllr. Miller will contact NYC again to inform the Authority of this unregistered land and that may assist in its registration should the commons register be reopened in the future. It was also Resolved that the Clerk would request a Land Registry search for Woodhouse Hill.
(2023-24 – 043) Laverton Quarry – It was Resolved that the Clerk would inform NYC Commons Registration Department that Azerley Parish Council should not be on the register as responsible for this site as it is outside the Parish boundary.
(2023-24 – 044) Knox Hill – Illegal taking of wood. It was Resolved that Cllr. Topham would formulate an appropriate form of words for signs which could be installed at any of the common areas within the Parish.
(2023-24 – 045) To confirm the date, time and venue of the next ordinary meeting – 7:30pm 27th July 2023 at Winksley Church Room, progress on the above agenda items will be reported at this meeting.



These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Clerk to the Parish Council, Martyn Miller.
Signed as a true record by Cllr Neal Topham, Chairman 

……….……………………………………………………………………….
Date: 27th July 2023

At the Regular Meeting of the Azerley Parish Council held on 27th July 2023 it was resolved by unanimous vote to approve these Minutes, copies of which had been previously circulated to Members, as a true and correct record. These Minutes were then signed by the Chairman accordingly.
The signed Minutes are held in the Parish Council minute book at the Clerk’s address, below, and can be viewed by prior appointment.
Clerk : Martyn Miller, Sutthills, Gate Bridge Road, Galphay, HG4 3NT.    Tel: 07729696302

