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[bookmark: _Hlk488661429]              AZERLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 30TH MARCH 2023


[bookmark: _Hlk488680998][bookmark: _Hlk480608715]Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Thursday 30th March 2023 at 7.30pm
Galphay Village Institute
[bookmark: _Hlk488680847](2022-23 – 133) Present were Cllr. Neal Topham (Chairman), Cllr. Jan Lawson, Cllr. Patricia Harling, Cllr. Sheila Miller, Cllr. Robert Weatherhead and Cllr. Bernard Sanders
(2022-23 – 134) Also present were Martyn Miller, Clerk.
[bookmark: _Hlk489346265](2022-23 – 135) Apologies were received from Cllr. Brian Thackray and NYC Cllr. Felicity Cunliffe-Lister. 
(2022-23 – 136) No Declarations of Interest were received and so dispensations were required. 
[bookmark: _Hlk494805764](2022-23 – 137) It was Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 26th January 2023, having been circulated for consideration beforehand, were agreed and considered to be true and correct record and duly signed by the Chairman.
 
(2022-23 – 138) Report from NYC A report had been circulated from Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister covering bus routes, unitary authority change, NYCC finances and budget shortfall, rural broadband, energy support, Let’s Talk, youth councils and 20 is plenty. It was Resolved to accept the report and for the Clerk to request further detailed information on properties not receiving faster broadband under NYNet phase 4.

(2022-23 – 139) The Clerk had sent out a report with the agenda which provided an update on matters relating to both internal and external audits for 2022-23 and outstanding issues from previous years which were taking considerable time to rectify. It was Resolved for the Council to pay the Clerk an additional 20 hours to ensure all matters could be effectively rectified.

Consideration was given to the following correspondence:
(2022-23 – 140) Retention of NYC Highways to cut visibility splays in and around Galphay Village. It was Resolved the Council would retain this service.

(2022-23 – 141) Nidderdale Plus fortnightly Men’s Group - it was Resolved the Council noted this matter.

(2022-23 – 142) HBC new pet crematorium - it was Resolved the Council noted this matter.

(2022-23 – 143) Commuted Sums bi-annual schedule - it was Resolved this matter be deferred to the next meeting to allow the Clerk to request confirmation that the figures are up to date and that the information be formatted for each separate parish.



(2022-23 – 144) Notification of road closures – Cllr. Harling reported roads had been closed without any notification being received. It was Resolved the Clerk would make further enquiries to Highways on this issue.

(2022-23 – 145) Electrical costs of hiring village halls as Polling Stations – It was Resolved that this matter is not a Parish Council issue and should be taken up with the Electoral Office.

Ongoing Issues:

(2022-23 – 146) Blocked drains in Mickley – it was Resolved the Clerk would raise the matter again with Highways.

(2022-23 – 147) Speed restriction signs on approaches to Winksley – no further information had been received from Highways and it was Resolved the Clerk would make further enquiries.

(2022-23 – 148) Management of common land – Cllr. Miller provided an update which confirmed the common land within Galphay and Winksley regarding registration of ownership was made in pursuance of section 9 of the commons registration act 1965 as is not owned by the Parish Council. Therefore the Parish Council has no liability for this land only the responsibility of ensuring that only those with rights should use the land, this has been confirmed by YLCA. It was Resolved that Cllr. Miller will undertake further enquiries regarding any common land and village greens in the area.

(2022-23 – 149) Tree survey & tree policy – the Clerk advised that requests for tree survey quotations had been sent to three local contractors, due to delays in receiving quotations it was Resolved further contractors would be contacted. It was Resolved that amendments to the Tree Policy would be adopted.

(2022-23 – 150) Storage solution for Azerley Council’s paperwork – The Clerk reported that two boxes of paperwork had now been retrieved from the previous clerk. It was Resolved that at a convenient time the papers would be checked to see which needed to be kept and which could be destroyed.

(2022-23 – 151) Defibrillators – The Clerk confirmed purchase of battery and pads for the Mickley defibrillator and it was Resolved that a sum from reserves would be in the budget for future maintenance requirements.

(2022-23 – 152) Corporate email addresses – The Clerk reported that 3 emails requesting further information had been sent to the Cabinet Office and no reply had been received. It was Resolved that the Clerk would request further information from YLCA. 



Financial matters:

(2022-23 – 153) The following accounts were approved for payment:
i. Clerk Salary (Jan)
ii. HMRC (Jan)
iii. Yorkshire Accountants
iv. WelMed battery & pads
v. APG Computors (Jan)
vi. Office Expenses
vii. APG Computors (Feb)
viii. HMRC (Feb)
ix. Clerks Salary (Feb)
x. Mickley Hall Hire (Nov)
xi. Information Commissioners Office

(2022-23 – 154) The bank reconciliation report for the period to 30th March 2023 was resolved to be correct.
(2022-23 – 155) The spending v budget report for the period to 30th March 2023 was resolved to be correct.
(2022-23 – 156) To approve an application to ICO for registration – this application was approved by the Council.
(2022-23 – 157) To review the Asset Register for 2023 – The Council reviewed the asset register and it was Resolved to accept after a number of amendments were agreed.
(2022-23 – 158) To complete the Internal Control Checklist – The Council made necessary checks and Resolved the checklist be signed by Cllr. Topham and Cllr Sanders.
(2022-23 – 159) External Audit and AGAR 2022-23 -The Clerk informed Council that the AGAR had been received and for this year the Council had been selected for an “Intermediate” level review by PKF Littlejohn. It was Resolved for this to be noted and for a certificate of exemption to be approved.
(2022—23 – 160) Year end audit – the Clerk provided a verbal interim report on the following: Year end bank balance £8928.12 representing 85% of expenditure. Spend vs. budget likely to be a slight overspend £447 representing 4.6% of budget. The figures provide a healthy position for 2023-24. It was Resolved for Council to note this position.




Planning decisions & notices:
(2022-23 – 161) APPLICATION NO:	6.19.190.B.FUL 23/00094/FUL
            PROPOSAL:	Demolition of existing garage and erection of single storey extension. Alterations to fenestration and installation of rooflight.
            LOCATION:	Low Gables  Galphay Village Galphay North Yorkshire HG4 3NJ
            GRID REF:	E 425340  N 472696
            APPLICANT:	Mr Robbie Donaldson
It was Resolved the Council had no objections.
(2022-23 – 162) Protecting Dark Skies in the Nidderdale Area of    Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). It was Resolved that no comments were submitted on this document. 
    
(2022-23 – 163) Proposed Diversion of Public Bridleway & Footpaths No. 15.7-16; 15.7-29 and 15.7- 38, Laver Banks and Galphay Woods.           Parish: Azerley. Postcode: HG4 3NR. It was Resolved the Council had no objections to this application.

(2022-23 – 164) Approval of delegated powers for Planning Protocol between meetings. 
It was Resolved the Planning Protocol be adopted and delegated powers be given to the Clerk as and when required.

(2022-23 – 165) Policies for Review – It was Resolved the following policies were reviewed and amended by the council:

Code of Conduct (SR)                                         
Code of Conduct (Social Media)  
Financial Regulations (SR)
Financial Risk Assessment (SR)
GDPR Policy (SR)
Publication Scheme (SR)
Recording Policy
Records Management
Risk Assessment Document
Standing Orders (SR)

(2022-23 – 166) Policies to be Adopted for Approval - It was Resolved the following policies were Adopted by the council:
Training & Development 
Policy Pension Policy (SR)
Equal Opportunities Policy
Disciplinary & Grievance Policy
General Privacy Notice (SR)
Complaints Policy (SR)
Bullying & Harassment Policy

(2022-23 – 167) To receive agenda items to be considered at the next meeting of the Parish Council – The following items were requested by Councillors:
Public awareness of the Countryside Code – Cllr. Miller
JAC AONB – Cllr. Miller
Alleged occupation of land on Misses Lane – Cllr. Topham

(2022-23 – 168) To confirm the date, time and venue of the next meeting – 25th May 2023, 7:30pm at Mickley Church Room.

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Clerk to the Parish Council, Martyn Miller.
Signed as a true record by Cllr Neal Topham, Chairman 

………Neal Topham……………………………………………………………………….
Date: 25.05.2023

[bookmark: _Hlk514858527]At the Regular Meeting of the Azerley Parish Council held on 25th May 2023 it was resolved by unanimous vote to approve these Minutes, copies of which had been previously circulated to Members, as a true and correct record. These Minutes were then signed by the Chairman accordingly.
The signed Minutes are held in the Parish Council minute book at the Clerk’s address, below, and can be viewed by prior appointment.
Clerk : Martyn Miller, Sutthills, Gate Bridge Road, Galphay, HG4 3NT.    Tel: 07729696302


  When returning a standard form Parish Council Notification consultation decision there are four options that the Council can return. These are: -
Option A – The Parish Council has no objections.
Option B – The Parish Council objects on the planning grounds set out overleaf.
Option C – The Parish Council does not object to or support the application but wishes to make comments or seek safeguards set out overleaf.
Option D - The Parish Council supports the application.
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