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LEGAL POSITION – THE COMMONS ACT 2006

The 2006 Act applies to all county, district and parish councils in England. 
Section 45 of the Act provides detail of the powers local authorities have where land is registered as common land or village green, where there is no person registered as the owner of the land and no owner can be identified. 
This statement should be read in conjunction with advice provided in NALC Legal Topic Notes 53 and 54.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES POWER

Local authorities have powers (not a duty) to protect the land against unlawful interference and to institute proceedings against any person for any offence committed in respect of the land.


AZERLEY PARISH COUNCILS POLICY

In respect of all commons and village greens within the Parish boundary the Council will act within its powers to protect these sites by:
· Act to protect commons from misuse.
· Protect public rights of access.
· Act in the public’s interest.
· Act in the interest of the neighbourhood in considering benefits to the community.
· Ensure conservation of the landscape.
· Act within its powers under the legislation and advice provided in NALC Legal Topic Notes 53 and 54.

